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Possibly the remarkable prolongation of life in some insane 
consumptives is due to this absence of sensibility. 

In epileptic insanity, analgesia usually follows a seizure, 
lasting from a few minutes to several hours. In epileptic 
dements, analgesia may be permanent. 

Pleurisy and pneumonia among the insane sometimes 
are painless disorders ; and so also are acute peritonitis, 
fractures, dislocations, cancer, otitis, abscess, carbuncles, 
wounds and contusions. 

Headaches and neuralgias are by no means as frequent 
as might be supposed. Ingrowing toe-nails have been 
removed after Cotting’s method without anaesthetic, the 
patients remaining motionless and apparently insensible to 
pain. Analgesia will generally be found in patients who 
pull out their hair, pound or burn themselves, or in other 
ways attempt self-mutilation. 

In spite of the frequency and importance of analgesia 
among the insane, it is impossible to assign it to its proper 
place in the large list'of nervous perversions found in the 
various types of mental disorder. In general paresis, anal¬ 
gesia is very common in the last stages. Spitzka alludes 
to a case where a remarkable anaesthesia of the larynx 
existed for years before the discovery of the paresis. In 
alcoholic and syphilitic insanities, analgesias are very fre¬ 
quent. In dements it is not found as frequently as might 
be expected. In chronic insanity it is often found, and also 
in imbecility and idiocy. It is more common among men 
than women. Its presence cannot be predicted in any case, 
but it is well to look for it always. If it proves to be at all 
frequent in the early stages of alienation, a new and valu¬ 
able aid to diagnosis will be at our command. L. F. B. 

OVERWORK AND GENERAL PARESIS. 

In the “ Bulletin de la Societe de Medecine Mentale de 
Belgique," September, 1890, Dr. Cuylits endeavors to find 
out what overwork really is, and its relation to general 
paralysis. Is the healthy brain capable of overwork? 
Healthy men, in spite of earnest endeavor, fail to study or 
work till they have a headache. Long before the headache 
period is reached they lose the power of thought and fall 
asleep. Genius accomplishes great things without suc¬ 
cumbing to excessive toil—as Shakespeare, for instance. 
To relieve pain, Pascal wrote his “ Pensees and the trials 
of Montesquieu were solaced by work. 

Intellectual labor per sc is without danger. Witness the 
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great age of men of mind : Newton eighty-five, Humboldt 
ninety, Van Ranke over ninety, Victor Hugo eighty-three, 
and Michael Angelo, Titian, Cherubini, all over eighty when 
they died. With the hereditary degenerate the matter is 
quite different: his mental tasks are performed at the price 
of fatiguing, constant, conscious effort; emotion, enthusiasm, 
study, everything overworks him ; he goes through life like 
a lame man in the street—always in danger of falling and 
sustaining a fracture. 

The normal brain is capable of supporting great demands 
without even consequent dementia. It atrophies slowly— 
more slowly than all other organs in extreme old age. The 
overworked—the only one that can be overworked—fall 
victims to melancholia and dementia. But the attempt to 
find in overwork a cause for paralytic insanity is utterly 
vain. L. F. B. 


ON POLYNEURITIS. 

At the third congress of the Italian Society of Internal 
Medicine, held in Rome, October 20-23, 1890, the subject 
of multiple polyneuritis was discussed: Grocco, of Pisa, 
referee ; Rummo, of Pisa, co-referee. The former took up 
the semiology of the affection, leaving to his colleague the 
etiology and pathological anatomy. 

The symptoms of polyneuritis are in general quite vari¬ 
able. In some cases the motor and sensory troubles dove¬ 
tail together in strange shape. In others the sensory 
disturbances predominate to such an extent as to simulate 
tabes. Sometimes there is oedema of the parts affected, and 
.even articular and visceral lesions. We know that poly¬ 
neuritis pursues an ascending march, not only with respect 
to the nerves of the limbs, but also to those of the viscera. 
It is generally admitted that with regard to the visceral 
symptoms, polyneuritis produces only cardiac and visceral 
troubles. Grocco has also observed gastralgia and laryn¬ 
geal spasms as a consequence of neuritis of the nerves of 
the larynx. There are also cases where the polyneuritis 
manifests itself only by visceral symptoms. 

As trophic disorders, observers have noted in multiple 
neuritis sometimes considerable emaciation, sometimes an 
oedema resembling that of nephritis, sometimes a progres¬ 
sive anaemia. 

In the majority of cases the disease begins by peripheral 
nervous troubles, which are followed more or less rapidly 



